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Today is a day of remembrance on which we commemorate our 118 loved ones who lost their lives four years ago at Linate Airport on October 8, 2001, in the worst airline disaster in Italy after World War II. 

That tragedy has left its mark on 118 families in Italy and abroad, changing their appearance and paths. 

Not everyone could be here with us today due to prior commitments, but we know they are with us in spirit. 

I wish to thank Monsignor Ravasi for celebrating Mass and his kind words; Father Stefano, who always generously places the Santa Maria delle Grazie Basilica at our disposal; and the San Carlo College choir, which has become a traditional feature in our October 8th Memorial Service.

A warm welcome to the delegation of the Commitee of the families of the victimes of the ATR  air accident  occured last August in Palermo.

I also want to extend warm greetings to Mayor Albertini and the authorities who are here with us this year.

The time has come for us to gather in prayer to remember our loved ones, recall that desperate day, and realize how much we have been able to do until now in their memory and with the help of God. 

I also want to acknowledge that deep and sincere sentiment that unites us and gives us the strength -- and I stress, strength -- to continue on the path we have taken to improve the safety of airline transportation.

Now the time has come to visit our beloved “Beech Tree Grove”.

Thank you all!

