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Good evening and thank you for attending our annual event in memory of the Linate accident that occurred on October 8, 2001.

I wish to thank Mayor Albertini, the city of Milan, and the La Scala executive board for the great opportunity that allows us to celebrate our anniversary in such a prestigious venue.

I would also like to thank Pirelli for its generous contribution to the organization of this evening, SEA for its usual valuable support, and SAS for the sincere friendship that it has always expressed towards us. 

I would also like to greet Mrs Anette Forsmann, president of the Scandinavian Association, and our friends from Scandinavia and England, who are here tonight.

The decision to commemorate our loved ones with a concert is particularly significant: music, in fact, not only triggers emotions, but also memories. It is a part of us and our past and is something that cannot be erased or forgotten.

The October 8, 2001 Foundation continues its journey towards achievement of its objectives, cooperating to improve air transportation.

During the conference we organized last October, several major safety issues were brought to light. Last week, a press conference presented a publication that we endorsed, entitled:

 “FLIGHT SAFETY.” UNAPPROVED AERONAUTIC SPARE PARTS: CRIMINAL OFFENSE AND PRIVATE WRONG.

This in-depth investigation of the critical and very serious theme of unauthorized substandard spare parts was written by three great experts in the sector: Commander Arturo Radini and engineer Vittorio Floridia, our valuable technical consultants, and Dr. Renato Perinu, Deputy Prosecutor of the Republic in Tempio Pausania.

We have also organized a round table discussion for next January 31 that will present a report on air transportation safety, an important document that will reveal several critical elements existing in the Italian air transportation system.

We are keeping our promises – with great effort, I assure you -- despite the many obstacles that we must face. 

We refuse to lose hope and will continue along the path we have taken.

Three weeks ago I went to Bari and met with several family members of the victims of the Palermo air crash in which 16 passengers lost their lives. 

It was a painful moment that made me relive our experience. 

The same heart-breaking, grief-stricken situations emerged. I also felt the drama of the desperate psychological state of survivors who miraculously avoided their brush with death.   

We will give all possible support to the newly constituted August 6, 2005 Committee.

Tonight, we are joined by several members of that committee. On behalf of everyone here, I wish to extend a very cordial and warm welcome to them. 

The many airline accidents that occurred this past summer compel us to continue our work with even more vigor. Thanks to our contribution, ENAC has prepared a precise safety program that, if observed with severity, will greatly improve the situation in Europe.

We realize we were very polemic with the Italian agencies responsible for flight safety. Nevertheless, during the last meeting in Rome on September 15, I commended ENAC management for the program they prepared and asked them to do everything possible so that the decisions made in that room would be applied to the runways of Linate, Malpensa, Fiumicino and all the other Italian airports. That would be the only way for us to have the certainties we seek. 

A research made by FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) in USA  has realized that the cost a  Human life is about 3 to 4 million Dollars. Since the cost for the maintenance of safety is at least four time higher……,I leave to you the conclusion. 

Safety in the aeronautic sector must not be a choice of citizens, but a responsibility of the people in command working with authority and expertise, and not of the governmental agencies created to manage and guarantee air safety. 
Passenger tranquility must not derive from the disclosure of a black or white list of airlines, but from the fact that the only airplanes given permission to fly are ones that have been inspected and fulfill safety standards to absolutely guarantee safe and efficient working conditions. 

Therefore, we will continue our efforts so that the Linate tragedy will not be forgotten.

City squares and streets have been named after October 8 in Milan, Rome, and Gorgonzola. Next Saturday and Sunday a square in Gessate and a park in Orzinuovi will be inaugurated, and at the end of October, an October 8 square in Piacenza will be inaugurated. 

In April a square will be inaugurated in Varallo Sesia, and an October 8 square will also be inaugurated in Salsomaggiore Terme, Castiglione d’Adda,  Gallarate, Marileva, Capriolo, Sesto San Giovanni, Rozzano, Brembate di Sopra, Cassano Magnago, Pozzuolo Martesano, Castelvetro Piacentino, San Donato Milanese, Ubiale Clanezzo, and many other Italian towns.

If the other mayors present tonight want to follow the example of their colleagues, it will be a valid lesson for all. The tragic instant caused by the disinterest and routine of workers whose jobs have an affect upon other people’s lives must never happen again.

We plan to launch an important training project for technicians, specialists and executives in the aeronautics sector that focuses on compliance with flight safety standards.

This project will be a show-piece for Italy, and we hope to rapidly complete it without too many bureaucratic obstacles.

Countless words been spent on tragedies, their perpetrators, justice and safety, and that flood of words, often said in anger and sorrow, spills over the victims.

But that is not the right path to take: we must remember our deceased with the respect and love that they deserve, and we must act concretely so that safety is not an abstract concept.  

Everyone has always invoked justice. They have always declared that the perpetrators responsible for this tragedy would be punished and they would not have rested until they solved the problem of air transportation safety. 

In reality, we react with words, we wave our fists and threaten, but we only limit ourselves to burying our dead and forgetting them. But this must not happen.

We owe that to our 118 victims and to our friend Pasquale Padovano.

Thank you and good evening.

Paolo Pettinaroli

